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THE PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
By Ann Teague

We need to wake up and look at what’s going on around us. In Brevard County,
they have ATMs in the lobby of their jail. In St. Lucie County, they have an ATM
and credit card machine in the lobby and at the back door of the jail. In Osceola
County you can go to osceloabail.com and bond people online with a credit card.
But what's even scarier is Pretrial. In Broward County, they just put 5 million into
their budget for pretrial. In Palm Beach County, they are trying to put in
alternative ways to be released besides bail. They are also making a move and
trying to get a foot hold in Pinellas County. In Duval County, they are trying to
expand their pretrial program, because of the overcrowding of the jail. What are
we going to do? Sit back and watch it happen?

Now is the time to do something about this. Now is the time for Citizens Right to
Know! As far as I know, there is nothing in the statutes stating what pretrial can
or cannot do. To whom are they accountable? No one. There are no rules to
break, no penalties or fines to be paid. Why are they being treated differently than
any other type of release? We know that the taxpayers pay millions for these
programs. Where do people think the money is coming from?

We wanted to do legislation this year on Chapter 903, but I believe we need to
change that to Citizens Right to Know. What do you think? I believe that we are
fighting for our survival. It's up to each and every one of you to make a stand for
your industry. You need to join and attend your association meetings and
contribute to help pay for this legislation. I mean, how is your business doing,
have you noticed a reduction in the amount of bonds you write? So you don't have
any money ... well if you keep sitting back doing nothing, you won't have a
business either.

In November 2007, a study was released by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, stating
that compared to release on recognizance (ROR), defendants on financial release
were more likely to make all scheduled court appearances. Defendants released on
an unsecured bond or as part of an emergency release were most likely to have a
bench warrant issued because they failed to appear in court. The National Associa-
tion of Pretrial Services Agencies (NAPSA) tried everything to delay this study’s
release. We can thank the American Bail Coalition for seeing that we received it.
We need to tell people about this when we hear them bringing up pretrial.

Let me end this by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy
Kwanzaa, Season Greetings, and a very Happy and Prosperous New Year!
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It 1s time for you to become active!
Join us at the

B.A.L.L. FLORIDA MEETING
on January 16, 2008

HOTEL & SUITES
LOCATED AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO

UNIVERSAL ORLANDO™
5905 Kirkman Road, Orlando, FL 32819 ~ (407) 351-3333

Continuing Education - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Continuing Education - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

| " 10:00 am - County Liaison Meeting
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm - General Meeting
Board Meeting to follow General Meeting

#1 $% & % $ ' & $ %) % #

** LOOK FOR IT ON OUR WEB SITE! **
SIGN-UP to receive THE BAIL REPORT at your e-mail address!

We need your support LI
On your behalf, BAIL Florida is presenting the “Citizen’s Right to Know”
legislation this year in response to the burgeoning pretrial programs
throughout the state. We need your membership to do it!

For directions and more information, check out our website at www.bailflorida.com

We hope to see you there!




News from Jacksonville
By Ann Teague

We haven't had our jail meeting yet, so I thought I would tell you about a recent conversation. I
had a call the other day concerning depositing worthless checks. One of the local banks was
running a suspicious account report, and noticed several bonding agencies had deposited quite a
few checks that were nonsufficient funds. The bank was puzzled and thought it might be money
laundering. It was brought to the Department of Financial Services, (since the name change they
now fall into the same group as banking) because they govern bail agents.

What they came up with was F.S.S. 832.05. I only put the first part of the statute for you to read:

832.05 Giving worthless checks, drafts, and debit card orders; penalty; duty of drawee;
evidence; costs; complaint form.--

(1) PURPOSE.--The purpose of this section is to remedy the evil of giving checks, drafts, bills
of exchange, debit card orders, and other orders on banks without first providing funds in or
credit with the depositories on which the same are made or drawn to pay and satisfy the
same, which tends to create the circulation of worthless checks, drafts, bills of exchange,
debit card orders, and other orders on banks, bad banking, check kiting, and a mischief to
trade and commerce.

(2) WORTHLESS CHECKS, DRAFTS, OR DEBIT CARD ORDERS; PENALTY.--

(a) Itis unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to draw, make, utter, issue, or deliver
to another any check, draft, or other written order on any bank or depository, or to use a
debit card, for the payment of money or its equivalent, knowing at the time of the drawing,
making, uttering, issuing, or delivering such check or draft, or at the time of using such debit
card, that the maker or drawer thereof has not sufficient funds on deposit in or credit with
such bank or depository with which to pay the same on presentation; except that this section
does not apply to any check when the payee or holder knows or has been expressly notified
prior to the drawing or uttering of the check, or has reason to believe, that the drawer did
not have on deposit or to the drawer's credit with the drawee sufficient funds to ensure
payment as aforesaid, nor does this section apply to any postdated check.

(b) A violation of the provisions of this subsection constitutes a misdemeanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, unless the check, draft, debit
card order, or other written order drawn, made, uttered, issued, or delivered is in the amount
of $150, or its equivalent, or more and the payee or a subsequent holder thereof receives
something of value therefore. In that event, the violation constitutes a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.



(3) CASHING OR DEPOSITING ITEM WITH INTENT TO DEFRAUD; PENALTY.--

(a) Itis unlawful for any person, by act or common scheme, to cash or deposit any item, as
defined in s. 674.104(1)(i), in any bank or depository with intent to defraud.

(b) A violation of the provisions of this subsection constitutes a felony of the third degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(4) OBTAINING PROPERTY OR SERVICES IN RETURN FOR WORTHLESS CHECKS, DRAFTS,
OR DEBIT CARD ORDERS; PENALTY.--

(a) Itis unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to obtain any services, goods, wares, or
other things of value by means of a check, draft, or other written order upon any bank,
person, firm, or corporation, knowing at the time of the making, drawing, uttering, issuing, or
delivering of such check or draft that the maker thereof has not sufficient funds on deposit in
or credit with such bank or depository with which to pay the same upon presentation.
However, no crime may be charged in respect to the giving of any such check or draft or
other written order when the payee knows, has been expressly notified, or has reason to
believe that the drawer did not have on deposit or to the drawer's credit with the drawee
sufficient funds to ensure payment thereof. A payee does not have reason to believe a payor
does not have sufficient funds to ensure payment of a check solely because the payor has
previously issued a worthless check to him or her.

(b) Itis unlawful for any person to use a debit card to obtain money, goods, services, or
anything else of value knowing at the time of such use that he or she does not have sufficient
funds on deposit with which to pay for the same or that the value thereof exceeds the
amount of credit which is available to him or her through an overdraft financing agreement or
prearranged line of credit which is accessible by the use of the card.

Sections (1) (2) talk about the writer of the checks, but section (3) (a) (b), (4) (a) talk about the
bondsman, who is the payee. When the bondsman has knowledge that the funds or credit are not
available, he is guilty of intent to defraud. In fact he is guilty and the writer or payer is not.

The question came up about where is the intent to defraud if no one was being harmed? If the
bondsman knew the check was bad, he deposited the check, all check charges were paid, he did
this to apply leverage over the defendant or indemnitor’s head, but he never tried to take money
out because he knew it wasn't there, how was anyone harmed? The answer is it is a crime to
knowingly write a worthless check, and the act of circulating by presenting it to the bank is a crime,
it is a third degree felony. The crime was against the bank which is a federal institution.

You might say, the Department doesn’t govern this statute, and you would be right. But ... there is
someone in banking who does, and once they get a conviction, they will walk across the hall and
notify the people who do just like they did in the beginning!

I haven't done a lot of research on this, but I thought it was worthwhile, and you might be
interested, so I'm passing it on.



Continuing Education

Florida Department of Financial Services Provider # 31361

Membership in BAIL Florida entitles you to 7 hours of continuing education for
each year that you are a member. Class cost for all others: $100.00 per 7 hours.

Upcoming Classes

ORLANDO

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
5905 Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL. 32819

(407) 351-3333

Monday, January 14, 2008
9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Indemnity Agreements, Promissory Notes

Converting Paper to Cash

Tuesday, January 15, 2008
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Real Property Collateral

Check out our website www.bailflorida.com for upcoming classes in your area!
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You may register the day of class, space permitting, at no additional cost.
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American

Surety

FLORIDA BAIL AGENTS ARE CHOOSING
AMERICAN SURETY COMPANY

ORLAMDO, FL - Bail agents across the state are discovenng the advantages of signing direct with
American Surety Company. As an example, Amercan Surety was the first to implement the $100
minimum premium. YWith American, agents need not worry about their GAlosing their company, we
are the company. Agents who have signed with Amencan have found the experience both liberat-
ing and profitable. Other reasons Florida bail agents are electing to go direct with American Surety
Company:

"A-" Rated by AM. Best

Admitted to 37 states and the District of Columbia {with 6 additional states pending)
24477365 Undenamiting

. 5. Treasury Listed for Federal Bonds

MNatiormwide Transfer Bond MNetwork

Mono-line Surety specializing in Bail Bonds - No risky lines of insurance
Frospective Agents considered on individual accomplishments

Same day power replacement

EUF Statements received direct from bank on monthly basis

EARS Agency Management Program. Award winning program is Intemet based
and accessible from any Internet ready computer Visit www barsnetwor com
Agent Email System delivers important contract and industry related matenal
instantly at no cost to the agent.

Mationally recognized Quartedy Magazine on the bail industry

Interactive website for the bail agent at www asc-usi.com. Apply for contract, re
gquest supplies, download forms, industry links, email company

employess and more
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Dan Amato, Vice President Carpaniie Heqdgianers
6421 3t Partin Place F O Box 68732
Orlando, FL 32812 Indianapolis, IV 46268
18777502528 1.800.965 1827
damatof@ asc-ust. com WWW.5C-US1 Cor

FLORIDA BAIL AGENTS ARE CHOOSING AMERICAH SURETY COMPANHY
Eaid Advertisament
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BAIL FLORIDA
General Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2007 ~ West Palm Beach, FL
Submitted by Secretary Mitch Hilburn

The meeting was called by order by President Ann Teague at 1:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Sergeant at Arms Mike Alexander.
President Ann Teague welcomed members and thanked them for attending.
The minutes of the May 23, 2007 meeting were read and approved.

The treasurer’s report was presented by President Ann Teague for Treasurer Joann Mahle. Dan Amato asked
how many students attended the last two days of continuing education; Ann said 22 students paid for taking
the class and the hotel accommodations and hospitality were good. The report was approved as read.

Committee Reports:

County Liaison: Janet Collins reviewed discussion on St. Lucie County booking ATM and credit card
machines being in the lobby. Ed Sheppard discussed the Clerk Association’s agenda. Mike Alexander
explained the website the Clerk of Court Association is trying to create so counties can see other
county’s databases. Russ Walters encouraged bondsmen to have more interaction with their county
government so as not to be blindsided by actions that impact their business. Dan Amato recapped
the history behind credit card kiosks for bonds and why cash bonds benefit the Clerk of Courts. Janet
Collins explained how this credit card system came to St. Lucie County and her concerns about them.
Mike Sandy reiterated that county by county, agents need to get involved. Dan Amato said he feels
that the pendulum may be swinging back on electronic monitoring and gave as an example the “Lisa
Nowak” case where the judge removed the bracelet after hearing arguments against it.

Publication: Janet Collins, Chairman; the next publication will be web based (read it online); we will
need everyone’s email address. Go to the website to register online to receive the report. Janet
reminded that we need articles for the next publication.

Statutory Enforcement: Janet Collins, Chairman; Janet said her staff is trying to get listings of all
Florida Judges and contact information.

Education: Ann Teague, Chairman; Reported $8,550.00 in revenue for last quarter. All rooms last
quarter were donated. Rooms for the school just held were comped. Ann said that there were 30
walk-ins for the class in Miami. If you need to know compliance requirements, call Ann. Dan Amato
said we need material for two new courses soon. “Best Practices” from the Clerk of Courts will be one
half of one class. We must rewrite old classes or create new ones by December. He also expressed
caution about teaching firearm and pick-up techniques because of the liability concerns. Ann thanked
all the teachers for their help.

Legislative: Mike Nefzger, Chairman, pass until later.

BAIL PAC: Mike Nefzger, Chairman; we have a balance of $2,500.00. We need $10,000.00 with
elections coming up. That would cover both parties with major campaigns. If anyone makes
contributions to legislature, make a copy of your check and send it to BAIL Florida.
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By Laws: Mike Nefzger, Chairman; No meeting — next committee meeting after general meeting.

Meetings: Joann Mahle; Ann is trying to do January 14 & 15 for continuing education and the BAIL
Florida meeting on January 16, 2008 in Orlando. Janet Collins suggested change from Orlando to
Hard Rock Hotel in Fort Lauderdale. Ann reminded that Hard Rock will not book over two months
ahead. General discussion about West coast and South Florida. Ann will look at the Hard Rock
Hotel in Tampa.

Membership: Ed Sheppard asked why membership seems to be dwindling. Mike Nefzger said people
join at different times and renew at different times of the year. There also isn't a crisis right now to
motivate people to join. Janet Collins pointed out that we need to show people the benefits of
joining. Mike Heffernan expressed concerns with having two bail bond associations. Ed Sheppard
said he feels there are maybe 500 potential members throughout Florida. Most agents aren't
concerned with the things BAIL Florida is concerned with because they write with no liability, do
pick-ups for pay and don't care about the Statutes. Mike Heffernan said BAIL Florida needs a clearer
vision of what BAIL Florida can do for the bail agents. Dan Amato suggested maybe a catchy
mailing/continuing education class with membership. Mike Heffernan suggested the possibility of
taking membership dues from B.U.F. account.

NEW BUSINESS: Ed Sheppard said he thinks FSAA may be reconsidering main stumbling blocks to unification
of the two associations — maybe it's time to re-inter exploratory talks. FSAA lost the Haben case. Melissa
sold the Online Business, but the noncompete is still there.

Russ Walters pointed out that the automatic three year expiration of bail bonds is bringing up new issues.

In Pinellas County, the Judge brought the attorney and defendant back to court 30 days before the bond
expired to set a new bond. Bond was then posted at the Clerk’s office without rebooking. Most counties are
not even aware that bonds will begin to expire. How will different counties handle this? Agents need to get
with their counties and explore options for renewing bonds. Should new legislation be considered to handle
this?

Nominations for Office:

President: Mike Alexander, Mike Nefzger
Vice President: Mike Nefzger, Mitch Hilburn
Secretary: Mitch Hilburn

Treasurer: Joann Mahle

Legislative: Mike Nefzger, Chairman; Discussion on 903 and how to get membership approval in time for this
legislation to be enacted during this session. Dan Amato suggested sending a letter approving the draft and
authorizing committee to make last minute changes during committee process. Ed Sheppard suggested
calling members by phone for approval. Dan said don’t mix calls for money and calls for draft approval. Dan
said he could write a letter summarizing draft and asking for approval from members. Janet asked if letter
could be worded so that a nonresponse could be considered as approval. Roger Altieri suggested using this
letter also as membership solicitation with the incentives mentioned earlier, i.e. continuing education
discount.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm.



Bail Agent’s Independent League of Florida, Inc.
BAIL Florida
Membership Application

__ Bail Agent (2-34) __ Temp. Agent (2-34) ___ 0-60/Company
Full Name:
Agency Name:
Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip:
Business Phone: Fax:

Email Address:

If you are already a member, give this application to another agent.

I would like to serve on the following committees:

_ Education __ Legislative __ Bylaws __ Meetings ___ Any

1 Year Membership

__ 2-34 Agent (General Member) dues: $ 150.00 ( 7 hours Continuing Education )
_ Industry Associate Member (Insurance Company Employees) dues: $ 150.00
__Associate Member (Temp Agent) dues: $ 50.00
2 Year Membership
__ 2-34 Agent (General Member) dues: $ 250.00 ( 14 hours Continuing Education )

__Industry Associate Member (Insurance Company Employees) dues: $ 250.00

Please mail application along with your check to:
BAIL Florida, 112 E. Forsyth Street, Jacksonville, FL 33202

For BAIL Florida use: Dues Paid $ Date Certificate Issued
10
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Surety services sending you into Orbit?

ek

Bankers offers the best customer service for bail agents on the lunar surface. And
with our combined years of exparience, solving your problems isn‘t rocket scienca,
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it's what we do.

FENTTMIErN

We'ra lifting off in T minus six seconds, so before you abort your mission, give us a
call. It's ene small step for surety, one giant leap for bondsmen.
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360 Central Avanuws, St Pelersburg, FL 33701 » www. bankershail com » mjwhalen@bankarsinsurance.com
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BAIL AGENT'S INDEPENDENT
LEAGUE OF FLORIDA, INC.

- & www.bailflorida.com
P
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BAIL Florida Publication Address
P.O. Box 4114
Fort Pierce, FL 34948

Email: CollinsBonding@aol.com
Phone: (772) 461-2245
Fax: (772) 461-3887

President ~ Ann Teague ~ 112 E. Forsyth Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202 ~ (904) 358-1905
Vice President ~ Janet Collins ~ P.O. Box 4114, Fort Pierce, FL 34948 ~ (772) 461-2245
Treasurer ~ Joann Mahle ~ 112 E. Forsyth Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202 ~ (904) 358-1905
Secretary ~ Mitch Hilburn ~ 326 South 2nd Street, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 ~ (772) 461-2420

The Bail Report is a publication of BAIL Florida, articles and advertisements do not necessarily represent
the official policies of BAIL Florida. Advertising is accepted without endorsement.

Bail Report Advertising Rates

Business Card $ 75.00 Three issues 15% discount
1/4 Page $ 125.00

1/2 Page $ 225.00 Additional 10% off for

Full Page $ 400.00 BAIL Florida Members

Inside Cover $ 500.00
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